This issue of the Journal of Research of the National Institute of Standards and Technology resulted from a one-half day seminar devoted to descriptions of the current status of the metrology of radon in international laboratories specializing in that area. The seminar, held June 5, 1989, at the Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt (PTB), Braunschweig, Federal Republic of Germany was co-sponsored by the Low-Level Measurement Techniques Group of the International Committee for Radionuclide Metrology (ICRM), the Commission of European Communities and the International Intercomparison and Intercalibration Program (HIP), now part of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). The HIP has spearheaded the international effort to standardize radon measurements. It has, in particular, conducted intercomparisons between four selected laboratories that perform radon calibrations on different instruments. These four laboratories, which presently serve as primary reference laboratories for separate geographical regions, are the Australian Radiation Laboratory, U.S. Department of Energy Environmental Measurements Laboratory, U.K. National Radiation Protection Board, and U.S. Department of Interior Bureau of Mines. In addition to these four laboratories, other contributors to this seminar included national standards laboratoriesNational Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) and the Italian Committee for Research and Development of Nuclear and Alternative Energies (ENEA)-as well as four select laboratories that have studied important measurement techniques and calibration procedures.
